University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

5-29-1975

Visiting teachers from Vanderbilt, California to teach summer
religious studies at UM
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Visiting teachers from Vanderbilt,
California to teach summer religious studies at UM" (1975). University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present. 24209.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/24209

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

news
Information Services

Univers"ty of montana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522

IMMEDIATELY

sale/r. kaplan/dj
5-29-75
state + cs + ht +
VISITING TEACHERS FROM VANDERBILT, CALIFORNIA
TO TEACH SUMMER RELIGIOUS STUDIES AT UM

MISSOULA-Teachers from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn., and the University of
California, Riverside, will teach courses for the Department of Religious Studies at the
University of Montana in Missoula during the 1975 UM Summer Session.
Joining UM faculty members in teaching various religious studies courses will be
/
Dr. Howard Harrod, chairman of the Graduate Department of Religion and associate professor
of social ethics at Vanderbilt, and Dr. Edwin Gaustad, professor of history on the UC
campus at Riverside.

Each of the two visiting faculty members will teach two courses.

Harrod, who received his doctoral degree in ethics from Yale University, New Haven,
Conn., will teach the following two courses during the first

4~-week

portion of the UM

Summer Session, June 23-July 23:
"Religious Ethics: Problems of Medical Ethics," RS 248, a study of the ethics of
a representative variety of major religious movements.
lay people are encouraged to enroll.

Teachers, religious leaders and

Three undergraduate credits are available.

"Religion and Social Reality: Sociology of Religion," RS 346, a course dealing with
an examination of the interrelationships among psychological motivation, social
institutions and myth systems, ritual systems and value systems in selected religious
phenomena.

Covered will be preliterate societies to the modern industrial state.

The

course is offered for three graduate or undergraduate credits.
Gaustad, who received his doctoral degree from Brown University, Providence, R.I.,
will teach the following two courses during the second 4~-week UM Summer Session, July
24-Aug. 22:
- more -
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"Religion in America." RS 130, an historical approach to the role of religion in the
development of the nation from the colonial period to the present, with attention given to
ideas, institutions, personalities and cultural developments. Lay people are welcome to
enroll in the course, which carries three undergraduate credits.
"Religion in the Public Schools," RS 495

gives attention

to the historical and

legal context of the interaction between education and religion in the U.S.

The major

concentration is upon experimental and innovative efforts to work constructively within
the guidelines established by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Teachers, school administrators and

religious leaders are among the people who may have an interest in this course.

Offered

for three graduate or undergraduate credits.
Gaustad is author of several books and other publications involving history and
religion.

Among his books are:

"A Religious History of America," "Religious Issues in

American History" and "Dissent in American Religion."
Two courses also will be offered by the UM Department of Religious Studies during the
UM Summer Pre-Session, June 16-20.
"Teaching Native American Traditions," RS 236, will be taught by Dr. Joseph E. Brown,
associate professor of religious studies at UM.

The course, offered for

three under-

graduate credits, is devoted to the special problems associated with treating native
American religious materials in the classroom.
attitudes of native Americans.

An effort will be made to appreciate the

The major themes of native American religious belief

"systems," cosmologies and ceremonial and ritual patterns will be identified.
'Contemporary Biblical Interpretation," RS 312, also will be offered during the
presession on the Missoula campus for three graduate or undergraduate eredits. Instructor
of the course will be Dr. Robert W. Funk, chairman and professor of religious studies at
UM, who is director of the Scholars' Press, and Dr. Lane C. McGaughy, assistant professor
of history and religious studies.
- more -
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The focus of the latter course is upon contemporary interpretation of the gospels.
Participants will discuss themes such as parables, miracle stories, birth narratives and
the interpretation of the Gospel of John.

Questions of interpretation will be studied in

relation to the contemporary scholarly treatment of the materials and the prevailing
ecclesiastical and lay views.
leaders and advanced students.

The course is designed for clerical and lay religious
Those interested may contact the UM Department of Religious

Studies prior to June 16 for reading materials and course requirements.
Besides the UM Summer Pre-Session, June 16-20; first
23, and second

4~-week

session, June 23-July

session, July 24-Aug. 22, UM also will conduct the regular 9-week

session, June 23-Aug. 22.
curricula

4~-week

Courses offered throughout these sessions profide extensive

for summer school participants.

Additional UM Summer Session information may be obtained from the Center for
Continuing Education and Summer Programs, 107
Missoula, Mont.

59801, or phone 243-2900.
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